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Chételat, J, K Gurney, C McClelland, J Elliott, G Fitzgerald, M Jones, S Lair, S de Solla, F
de Bie, L Bourque, H Fenton, D Goldsmith, J Harms, M Henaff, S Lee, K Magnusson, J MclLeod,
E Moffatt, K Rae, L Shirose, J Stalwick, M Zimmer. Lead exposure of scavenging birds in



34.

35.
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41

42.

43.

44.

45.
46.

47.

Canada due to accidental ingestion of lead ammunition. Canadian Ecotoxicity Workshop,
Ottawa, ON, Oral Presentation, Oct 4, 2023.

Giacinti, J, A Signore, C Erdelyan, M Jones, S Lair, C Jardine, B Stevens, D Goldsmith, C
Himsworth, M Pybus, Y Berhane, C Soos. A phylogeographic reconstruction of the
spatiotemporal emergence and spread of highly pathogenic H5N1 avian influenza in Canada.
71st International Conference of the Wildlife Disease Association, Oral Presentation, Aug 3,
2023.

Avery-Gomm, S, T Barychka, M English, R Ronconi, J-F Rail, S Duffy, M Beaumont, C Ward, W
Montevecchi, S Lair, M Jones, J Giacinti, C Soos, G McPhail, T Burt, S Collins, A Lang, J Wight, |
Rahman, C Sutherland. A comprehensive summary of wild bird mortalities in eastern Canada
during the 2022 Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Outbreak. 71st International Conference of
the Wildlife Disease Association, Poster Presentation, July 29-Aug 4, 2023.

Daoust, PY. Health surveillance in the Canadian North. Wildlife session, ACVP Annual
Meeting, Chicago (invited presentation). Oct 30, 2023.

Poultry Industry Council, update on H5N1 in wild birds in Ontario - July 17, 2023 (~20
participants — Online

Public Health of Ontario presentation on CWHC and Public Health — Sept. 27, 2023 (~30
participants — Online)

OMAFRA Wildlife conflict working group on HPAIV in wildlife — Sept. 28, 2023 (~30 participants
—Online)

Wild pigs in Ontario for the Royal City Men’s club — Oct. 12, 2023 (~50 participants — In person)

. Royal Society of Canada - One Health meeting; CWHC and One Health - November 13, 2023

(virtual)

OMNRF Human Wildlife Conflict Advisory Group (HWCAG); CWHC and what we do — March 5,
2024 (~20 participants - Online)

Biweekly Wild Birds and Avian Influenza updates (ongoing). Presented updates on HPAIV in
wild birds. Jardine and Stevens attended (~20 participants - online)

OAHN meetings (February 2024). Presented research and CWHC case updates at each
meeting. Jardine and Stevens attended (6 people).

Rabies Advisory Committee, Province of Ontario (September 2023, January 2024)
Echinococcus multilocularis Public Health working group (Feb. 8, 2024). Stevens attended
(~10 people).

Shirose was Co-Lead of the Cross-Canada Ophidiomycosis Surveillance Workshop on Feb 20
2024 (by Zoom)

Media - 33

1.

La Presse. Pourquoi déplacer des caribous et pas des cerfs?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

24 heures. On est allé a la recherche des cerfs de Virginie au parc Michel-Chartrand de
Longueuil.

TVA nouvelle. Surabondants dans l'est, les chevreuils ont causé 103 accidents de la route a
Montréal en trois ans.

Le Devoir. Des cerfs du parc Michel-Chartrand montrent des signes de dépérissement.
Radio-Canada. Boréal 138. Grippe aviaire en 2022 chez les phoques.

La Presse. Grippe aviaire en 2022 - 6,7 millions d’oiseaux d’élevage décimés

CBC TV/Radio/Web (Megan Jones interviewed by Nancy Russell, Arturo Chang): New avian flu
virus subtype found in PEIl birds and raccoons. June 1, 2023.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-avian-flu-virus-h5n5-raccoons-
1.6861818

Saltwire (Megan Jones interviewed by Logan Plant): First Canadian mammal cases of Eurasian
H5N5 bird flu found in PEl raccoons. June 1, 2023. https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-
canada/news/first-canadian-mammal-cases-of-eurasian-h5n5-bird-flu-found-in-pei-
raccoons-100859525/

CBC PEI (Megan Jones interviewed by Sam Wandio): Avian influenza in mammals (update).
March 15, 2024. Story pending.

Saltwire/Guardian PEI (Megan Jones interviewed by Caitlin Coombs): Status of Avian Influenza
on PEl. March 25, 2024. Story pending.

Saltwire/The Guardian PEI. (Megan Jones interviewed by Thinh Nguyen): Great white shark
washes up on PEI’'s Greenwich Beach, taken to Atlantic Veterinary College for Necropsy. Aug
8, 2023.
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/news/great-white-shark-washes-up-on-peis-
greenwich-beach-taken-to-atlantic-veterinary-college-for-necropsy-100881166/

CBC/Radio Canada: Television (Megan Jones interviewed by Héloise Rodriguez-Qizilbash),
CBC Regional Evening News (NL, NS, PEI, NB), Aug 10, 2023.

CBC Web News, Aug 11, 2023: https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-
shark-death-cause-1.6933603

Global News Morning, Television (Megan Jones interviewed by Eilish Bonang): Learning more
about the Greenwich Beach great white. https://globalnews.ca/video/9899436/learning-more-
about-the-greenwich-beach-great-white

CBC Radio and Web. (Megan Jones interviewed by Arturo Chang): Animal tests positive for
rabies in PEl for the first time since 2009. Oct. 12, 2023.
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-rabies-bats-1.6993896
Saltwire Network, Print and Web (Megan Jones interviewed by Kirsten Gardiner): Rabies
confirmed in PEl animal for the first time since 2009. Oct 12, 2023.
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/news/rabies-confirmed-in-pei-animal-for-the-
first-time-since-2009-100896144/

Saltwire Network / Guardian PEI (Darrian Washinger interviewed by Caitlin Coombes): Fatal
Fungus: Hibernating bats battle white-nose syndrome in PEI. Oct 16, 2023.
https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/news/fatal-fungus-hibernating-bats-battle-white-
nose-syndrome-in-pei-100902016/
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CBC Web, CBC News, Main Street PEI (Darrian Washinger interviewed by Sheehan
Desjardins): Researchers raise concerns about health of PEl bat populations. Nov 20-22,
2023. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-researchers-concerns-
bat-population-1.7035430

CBC Radio Island Morning and CBC News (Darrian Washinger interviewed by Laura Chapin):
Bat boxes — new guidelines. Jan 25, 2024.

. La Voix Acadienne print (Darrian Washinger interviewed by Marine Ernoult). Le crépuscule des

chauves-souris. Feb 1, 2024. https://lavoixacadienne.com/~voixa/voir-plus/societe/4762-le-
crepuscule-des-chauves-souris

July 18: Trapping (local French newspaper)

October 24: Crows (local French newspaper)
November 29: Trapping (Radio-Canada, local station)
November 30: Trapping (CBC, local station)

Gray seals on PEI (observations of gray seals on land during pupping season while ice coverin
the Gulf of St. Lawrence is very low). February 13, 2024. Pierre-Yves Daoust interviewed by the
Globe and Mail.

Interview with The Weather Network on HPAIV - April 19, 2023

Interview with The Toronto Star on HPAIV - April 27, 2023
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/we-haven-t-come-across-a-virus-like-this-could-
dabbling-ducks-be-the-link/article_48cf462b-3d20-5938-931c-1a704bc39cee.html

Radio interview with City News Ottawa on HPAIV — May 30, 2023

Interview with CTV on squirrelpox —Jan. 12, 2024 https://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/squirrelpox-
virus-believed-to-be-in-kitchener-1.6723997

Responded to questions via email for CTV on squirrelpox — Jan. 16, 2024
https://www.ctvnews.ca/health/what-is-squirrelpox-and-should-canadians-be-concerned-
1.6728568

Interview with CBC on mortality event of Canada geese in Kingston - Feb. 2, 2024
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/kingston-sick-dead-canada-geese-park-1.7103102
Interview with Global New on HPAIV in crows in Kingston — Feb. 22,

2024 https://globalnews.ca/news/10312820/bird-flu-found-in-dead-crows-bald-eagle-in-

kingston/

Education: Wildlife Health - 23
Students Supervised in 2023-24 (all have wildlife health focus)

2024- PhD Eleanor Fish Health in PEIl Rivers LB: Co-
present Glahn supervisor
2020- PhD Kylee Sarcoptic mange inred MJ: Co-
present Graham foxes in Prince Edward Supervisor
Island: risk factors and
disease ecology
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May MVSc / Anatomic | Amanda Test validation and MJ: Co-
2021 - Pathology Clark distribution of Skunk supervisor; LB:
present | Residency Adenovirus in PEl wildlife Committee
member
May MSc Tessa Zoonoses and bat health MJ: Supervisor
2021 - McBurney within Atlantic Canada
present
2017- PhD (completed) William Transmission of MJ: Supervisory
2023 Robbins metastrongyloid Committee;
parasites of Atlantic member; MJ and
Canadian LB: PhD
canids comprehensive
exam committee
members
2023 Summer student Carissa Wildlife Pathology MJ/LB Co
summer | assistant Grove supervisors
2023 Summer research | Paige Leatherback Turtle Hindlimb | MJ Co-suprvisor
summer | student Mitchell Functional Anatomy
August MSc (University of | Summer Characterization of MJ: External
2023 Calgary) Hunter incidental lesions and Member of MSc
common causes of Examination
morbidity and mortality Committee
among
free-ranging Leporidae in
Canada
2023- MSc (University of | Giulianna Epidemiology of Toxins in MJ: Supervisory
present | Prince Edward Obeid Raptors on PEI Committee
Island) Member
Co-Supervisor
Olivia Ectoparasite Survey of with M. Buote
2023-24 | 4 Galeuzzi Endangered Bats in PEI (research
(continued) elective, VPM
4710) T
Pelvic and Hindflipper Co-Supervisor
. Muscle Reconstruction of with S. Martinson
Fall Paige
2023 3 Mitchell Leatherback Sea Turtles (Research
(Dermochelys Elective, VPM
coriacea) (continued) 3610) T

Courses taught: wildlife health

UPEI/Atlantic Veterinary College

e VCA 3520. Introduction to Zoo, Wildlife, and Aquatic Animal Medicine. Lecture: wildlife
health surveillance, 1 hour, M Jones. March, 2024.

e VPM 8540 Diagnosis of Wildlife Diseases. (Graduate Student Course) MEB Jones, L
Bourque. Total contact hours: 80. Summer Semester 2023.




e VPM 8110 Bats and Zoonoses (Graduate Student Course) MEB Jones. Total contact hours:
40. Summer semester 2023.

e VPM 4130 Wildlife Health (Senior Veterinary Student Rotation, AVC). MEB Jones (Course
Coordinator), L. Bourque, P-Y Daoust, D. Jones, F. de Bie. Enrollment: 5. In-person content
delivery, 2-week rotation. 2-credit rotation; total contact hours: 80. Winter Semester, 2023.

e VPM 4500. Diagnostic Services: Wildlife Pathology Lab. MEB Jones, L. Bourque, D. Jones, F. de
Bie. Ten rotations per year, cumulative enrollment: 68. Total contact hours: 40

e VPM 4600. Morphologic Pathology: Wildlife Pathology Lab. (Senior Veterinary Student
Rotation, AVC) MEB Jones, L. Bourque, D. Jones, F. de Bie. Enrollment: 8. Total contact hours:
8 May 2023.

o Wildlife health surveillance in the Canadian North. Student presentation, AVC. PY Daoust,
Nov 14 2023. 1 hour.

e Wildlife Health surveillance. Enooyaq Sudlovenick and P-Y Daoust. Special vet camp day for
Indigenous Youth in the Maritimes. AVC.

Holland College Wildlife Conservation Technology Program
o Deer necropsy lab: March, 2024. 21 students, in-person necropsy laboratory, 4 hours. M.
Jones, L Bourque, D. Jones, PY Daoust.
e Wildlife Euthanasia Seminar: March, 2024. 21 students, lecture, 2 hours. PY Daoust.
e \Wildlife Health Surveillance Lecture: March, 2024. 45 students, lecture, 2.5 hours. M Jones.

Wildlife Health Consultation Activities and Special Projects

Bats and Rabies Infographic (T. McBurney, M. Jones). Consultation with Public Health Agency of
Canada to provide subject-matter-expert review of PHAC’s proposed Bats and Rabies infographic,
which is intended for publication on the Government of Canada website.

Rabies test coordination and sample submission. CWHC Atlantic, through an arrangement with
the Chief Public Health Office and the Chief Veterinary Office, Government of Prince Edward Island,
collects, and ships samples for rabies testing from both domestic and wild animals. These
submissions are undertaken at the request of the CPHO or CVO in situations where there has been
direct contact between rabies-suspect wildlife and humans or domestic animals, and submissions
are thus processed as high-priority. In some cases, CWHC Atlantic initiates communications
regarding potential rabies exposure, particularly where we are the first contact from members of the
public who may have encountered a wild animal (e.g., through our Bat Hotline). For fiscal year 2023-
24, we processed 21 specimens for priority rabies testing at CFIA, which was greatly increased
compared to our five-year average of 12.5 submissions/year. Species tested included little brown
myotis bats, dogs, cats, raccoons, foxes, and two cattle. Significantly, this process identified one



rabies-positive little brown myotis bat that had been found alive in a home in Prince Edward Island
(and reported to the Bat Hotline, see below), which was the first positive rabies result in the province
since 2009. Quick coordination and response in this case facilitated appropriate public health
actions.

Bat Health: Atlantic Canada. CWHC Atlantic: “Essential services for the health and conservation of
Atlantic Canadian endangered bat species.” ECCC Habitat Stewardship Program — Species at Risk
Stream project. Our Bat Hotline serves as a contact point for people from all four Atlantic Provinces
who call with reports of live or dead bat observations, and with questions about bat conservation,
bats in buildings, and bat-related human health concerns. The hotline received 156 calls from April 1,
2023 to March 25, 2024. For all live and dead bat observations, callers are asked about possible
human or domestic animal contact, and if necessary, directed to the appropriate authorities in each
province. Through the hotline, we also assist with coordination of response activities, if warranted,
including collection of bats by wildlife authorities for necropsy and rabies testing. As an example,
through this service, we played a key role in the identification of the first case of animal rabies in PEI
since 2009 (little brown myotis found in a home in PEI) and facilitated appropriate public health
response for the situation. We also served as subject matter experts and were asked by the CVO to
review official releases and communications about this case with the provincial Veterinary Medical
Association, and media requests about the case were referred to our group by the PEI VMA, the CVO,
and PEI Fish and Wildlife (see Media Interviews).

Collaborative Research: Survey for zoonotic parasites of canids in Atlantic Canada. CWHC
Atlantic is collaborating with Dr. Nina Germitsch, Assistant Professor of Parasitology at Atlantic
Veterinary College, on a survey of helminth parasites of wild coyotes and foxes in Atlantic Canada.
Through this project, samples will be examined for the zoonotic parasite Echinococcus
multilocularis. The first report of E. multilocularis in Atlantic Canada was made through a CWHC
Atlantic parasite surveillance project in 2022, and this project represents continued surveillance to
determine the prevalence and distribution in the Maritime Provinces (Robbins et al, 2022,
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9377194/].

Consultation: PEI One Health Working Group. 2023-24. M. Jones, CWHC Atlantic, has served as an
external consultant for the Government of PEI One Health Working Group, which is comprised of
representatives from the Chief Veterinary Office, Chief Public Health Office, and PEI Fish and Wildlife.
Dr. Jones was asked to present an overview of Echinococcus multilocularis and its status in PEl and
Atlantic Canada in January, 2024. Information generated through wildlife health surveillance activities
at CWHC Atlantic is provided to members of this working group regularly, especially avian influenza
surveillance data.

HPAI in Atlantic Canada - Working Group. M. Jones represents CWHC Atlantic at monthly meeting
with wildlife directors / delegates from all four Atlantic Provinces, along with representatives from
CWS Atlantic, ECCC, and Parks Canada, to discuss relevant issues related to HPAI trends and cases
in the region and provide specific wildlife health and diagnostic expertise.

Atlantic Canada Animal Health Network (AtCAHN). M. Jones and L. Bourque attend and contribute
current and ongoing wildlife health surveillance information to representatives from four Atlantic
Canadian provincial veterinary laboratories, Chief veterinary officers, Parks Canada (Atlantic Region),
and personnel from Atlantic Veterinary College Diagnostic Services. AtCAHN is part of the Canadian


https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9377194/

Animal Health Surveillance (CAHSS), and network meetings take place quarterly.
https://cahss.ca/cahss-networks/other-network-groups/atcahn

NEAFWA Wildlife Health Specialist Group. CWHC Atlantic participates in specialist group
comprised of representatives from Northeast Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. The group
has regular meetings and shares data on significant wildlife health issues in the northeastern United
States and eastern Canada.

Veterinary Consultation, Marine Animal Incidents: Marine Animal Response Society, Nova Scotia.
Consultation and response on strandings of marine animals across the Canadian Maritime provinces
(PEI, NS, NB); Assessment of animal health, advisement on course of action. Over 210 emails were
received and monitored in 2023-24. (Bourque, L, and Jones, M)


https://cahss.ca/cahss-networks/other-network-groups/atcahn

