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CREATING A WORLD THAT IS SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE FOR WILDLIFE AND SOCIETY

§ 153 Specimens Submitted
§ 15/153  for Special Projects
§ 308 Calls to CWHC Wildlife Hotline

ONTARIO/NUNAVUT REGION
QUARTERLY REVIEW – Second quarter 2021

April - June 2021

www.cwhc-rcsf.ca

NOTE: Animals reported represent the data currently available in the CWHC 
database and should be considered preliminary. These data do not include all 
diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens carried out in Ontario. Additional 
testing is performed by other agencies and organizations.

TESTED POSITIVE NOTES

AVIAN INFLUENZA VIRUS - DEAD BIRD SURVEILLANCE
0 Matrix Positive None of the birds tested 

for AIV were positive by 
Matrix PCR.

22 0 H5 Positive
0 H7 Positive

NEWCASTLE DISEASE

1 0

One rock pigeon was 
tested for Newcastle 

Disease and was negative 
for avian avulavirus type 1.

RABIES

16 2
There were two Big Brown 
Bat confirmed positive for 

Rabies by the CFIA.

SNAKE FUNGAL DISEASE

4 0

None of the snakes tested 
for snake fungal disease 

were positive for 
O.ophiodiicola by PCR.

WEST NILE VIRUS

12 1 One of the birds tested for 
WNV was positive by PCR.

WHITE NOSE SYNDROME
No bats were tested for 
white nose syndrome in 

this quarter. 
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Near the end of May, there were reports of sick and dying birds in 
the Washington D.C., Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, and Kentucky 
area. The birds all had evidence of swollen eyes and crusty discharge, 
as well as neurological signs. The majority of birds affected were
fledglings and the most common species affected were common 
grackles, blue jays, European starlings, and American robins. Since these
first cases, there have been additional reports as far north as Indiana, 
Ohio, and Pennsylvania. Testing of these birds is ongoing, but many common bacteria, viruses, and 
parasites have been ruled out (including Salmonella, Chlamydia, avian influenza virus, West Nile virus, 
Trichomonas, and many others). Additional information about the outbreak in the USA can be found by 
following this link.

CWHC Ontario/Nunavut have been monitoring the situation in our local birds and at this point, there 
have been only two suspect cases submitted through our service. One was a brown-headed cowbird who 
had a severe bacterial infection of the eyelids caused by Actinobacillus anseriformium. This bacteria has 
been reported to cause conjunctivitis (inflammation of the inner aspect of the eyelids and the covering of 
the sclera of the eye) in other bird species. After discussions with pathologists who are working on the 
bird cases in the USA, it was determined that the disease in this bird did not fit with what has been 
reported in the outbreak. The second bird was a fledgling robin with swelling and discharge of the tissue 
around the eye. The microscopic findings in this bird appear to be different from those reported in the 
sick birds in the USA, but additional testing of samples from this bird is ongoing to help determine the 
underlying cause. 

CWHC will continue to monitor for this and other emerging diseases in our wildlife populations. Please 
continue reading here and keep up to date with other CWHC news at blog.healthywildlife.ca.

Conjunctivitis Outbreak in Birds in the USA

Canine Distemper Virus: Outbreak in Kingston
Since the beginning of May, the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative has received a number of calls 

regarding sick raccoons in the city of Kingston. We reached out to a local wildlife rehabilitation centre to 
see if they too, noticed a spike in abnormal raccoon activity. To our surprise, Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 
(SPWC) reported that they were receiving on average, 2-3 sick raccoons per day! With recent testing, we 
have been able to confirm that the Kingston raccoon population is experiencing a Canine Distemper Virus 
(CDV) outbreak. Please continue reading here. 

https://www.usgs.gov/news/updated-interagency-statement-usgs-and-partners-continue-investigating-dc-area-bird-mortality
http://blog.healthywildlife.ca/conjunctivitis-outbreak-in-birds-in-the-usa/?fbclid=IwAR32pVInRP4P8NnIJzsg5atcYt081P5GXEi7FRbL-qzKp79pUKSgCSrj0sY
http://blog.healthywildlife.ca/canine-distemper-virus-outbreak-in-kingston/

