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SELECTED disease countsSPECIMEN submission summary

CAUSE of death (excluding special project cases)
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NOTE: Animals reported represent the data currently available in the 
CWHC database and should be considered preliminary. These data do 
not include all diagnostic testing for the selected pathogens carried 
out in Ontario. Additional testing is performed by other agencies and 
organizations.

Á190 Specimens Submitted
Á27/190 for Special Projects
Á222 Calls to CWHC Wildlife Hotline

TESTED POSITIVE NOTES

AVIAN INFLUENZA VIRUS - DEAD BIRD SURVEILLANCE

50

0 Matrix 
Positive No dead birds tested positive 

for AIV.0 H5 Positive

0 H7 Positive

WEST NILE VIRUS

5 crows tested positive for 
West Nile Virus by PCR test.

8 5

SNAKE FUNGAL DISEASE

6 snakes tested positive for 
Ophidiomycesophiodiicolaby 

PCR. Histology is pending.
8 6 (PCR Only)

CANINE DISTEMPER VIRUS

44

34 raccoons, 3 foxes and 7 
coyotes tested positive for CDV 

by PCR test.
51

Special project casesexcluded.

PARVOVIRUS

9 raccoons, 2 coyotes and 1 fox 
tested positive for Parvovirus 

by PCR test.
23 12

Special project casesexcluded.

BAYLISASCARIS PROCYONIS

5 raccoons had Baylisascaris
procyonisworms within the 

intestine.
27 5

Special project casesexcluded.
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MONITORING WILDLIFE HEALTH in Birds

Each year, the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative (CWHC) receives a number of dead birds for diagnostic analysis. 
Causes of death range from trauma due to flying into windows to a variety of diseases. The following three diseases 
are of note this year:

West Nile - This year, the Ontario region has diagnosed a number of birds with West Nile Virus, which isnow a 
common occurrence since the emergence of the virus in Ontario in 2002. The first positive case of West Nile virus this 
year was detected in three crows submitted from Campbellvilleon June 23. In addition, another two birds have 
tested positive in this second quarter, with many more expected over the summer months. For more information on 
how to minimize mosquito exposure, click here.

Avian Influenza - The Ontario region has not detected any strains of Avian Influenza, commonly known as bird flu, 
this year. Between April and June, CWHC-Ontario have tested 50 dead birds and we will continue to test bird 
submissions for Avian Influenza throughout the year. In addition, we will be collaborating with the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Forestry to test up to 500 live birds for the virus later this summer.

Trichomonosis - Our Atlantic region (located at the University of PEI) has been handling reports of Trichomonosis, 
which is a common parasitic infection of birds in that region. Thankfully, despite receiving a small handful of calls 
describing sick or dead feeder birds, we have yet to confirm any cases in Ontario.

Mark Reist BScH, MPH Candidate–Mark Reist is a Masters of Public Health
Candidateat the OntarioVeterinaryCollege,and is workingwith Dr. ClaireJardine
and Dr. JaneParmleyof the CanadianWildlife HealthCooperative(CWHC)on the
Wildlife Health Tracker. The Wildlife Health Trackeris an online reporting tool
which allowsindividualsto submit observationsof any sickand deadwildlife they
encounter. Thistool is designedto enhanceongoingwildlife diseasesurveillance
efforts in Ontario. Mark will be comparingthe data obtained from the Wildlife
Health Tracker with the traditional CWHCreporting system, and he is also
completinga review of wildlife health surveillanceliterature. Theseactivitieswill
helpto inform future wildlife healthsurveillanceandconservationefforts.

Please visit http://wildlifehealthtracker.com for more information. 

PROFILE: MARK REIST
and the Wildlife Health Tracker
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